


Lewis Jones (1922-1987) began his association with cereal
chemistry after World War II, during which he had spent four
years in the munitions laboratories at Maribyrnong. For 37
years he worked with W.S. Kimpton and Sons, Kensington
flour millers, first as chief chemist, then as research manager
and, later, as associate director. Between 1953 and 1978 he
was the author or co-author of 19 research, technical or re-
view papers within the fields of cereal science and animal
nutrition.

A Fellow of the Royal Australian Chemical Institute and the
Australian Institute of Food Science and Technology, he
served as a senior office bearer in both organizations, especially
the former, of whose Cereal Chemistry Division he was a foun-
dation member. He received the 1964 Institute of Food Tech-
nology (later A.ILF.S.T.) “Award of Merit”, and in 1976 was
awarded the “F.B. Guthrie Medal” of the Cereal Chemistry
Division of the R.A.C.I. He retired in 1983.

In 1984 his first book Where Have all the Flour Mills Gone?
was published. This was a history of W.S. Kimpton and Sons
and a tribute to a fine milling family. Lewis had already begun
the wider research into the history of Victoria’s early flour mills
prior to compiling the Kimpton history, but became ill im-
mediately after its completion. Despite long periods of hospi-
talization and constant physical discomfort, he wrote the
Preface and Chapter One, rough-drafting six further chapters
before entering hospital again in February, 1987, for the last
nine months of his life.

Lewis’s wife, Peggy, shared in the early research, continuing
it during his illness. She is a trained nurse; in 1980 she gradu-
ated in theology with a major in church history — a discipline
which, she believes, contributed in no small measure to her
completion of The Flour Mills of Victoria 1840-1990, and the
achievement of the goal Lewis had set himself. Peggy lives near
Melbourne, as do their four married daughters and six grand-
children.
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